Math 8  “Chargers”  (Room 306)

              Information & Expectations
                                2010 - 2011
School Telephone: 
648-4950, x 72004 voice mail

Assignment Info:

www.princessannems.vbschools.com click on MySchoolMAIL, name, your email.   (assignments emailed, daily)

Voice contact: 

Best time to be reached at school:  Daily, 8:40 – 9:45 AM

Mr. Goldstein, email:
AJeff.Goldstein@vbschools.com or jeffgold1@cox.net 

My Web Page:

www.jeffgold.net
Course Description:  Mathematics 8 is designed to help students understand the basic structure of mathematics and pre-algebra skills and to acquire facility in applying algebraic concepts and skills.  Topics include operations with proportions, order of operations, subsets of the real number system, rational numbers, equations, word problems in one and two variables, graphs of lines, systems of equations and inequalities, and irrational numbers.  Note that Math 8 is a one-year course, to be followed by Algebra or Introduction to Algebra in Grade 9.  

Course Objectives:  The goals of Math 8 are to develop our students’ skills to prepare them in performing the basic algebraic operations, solving linear equations, and applying algebraic concepts to problem solving.  Cooperative learning skills and strategies will also be developed. These objectives may be found in the Mathematics 8 Curriculum Guide.

Course Scope and Sequence:  Please refer to the course Syllabus for the grading period.

Textbook:  Mathematics:  Application and Concepts, Course 3 (Glencoe Mathematics)                 
Note:  An online version of the text is found at:   
http://www.glencoe.com/sec/math/ose/index.html  
User Name: MAC3VA05   Password: BA6EP2EC 

Materials:  Students are expected to bring pencils, paper, graph paper, and their notebook to class, daily.  Failure to do so will only hinder any progress made toward successfully completing this class.  A special TI-30Xa Solar calculator with special functions and square root key is required for SOLs.  A Class Set of these calculators will be used in class and will not leave class.  A simple 4-function calculator will suffice for any homework assignments.  Bring your materials to class, daily!  Later in the year we will be using graph paper and rulers.  These should be purchased at a later time.

Assessment Measures:
Homework (averaged)
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Notebook 
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Quizzes
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 20%



Tests
(averaged)


 
 30%



Written Assignment



 20%



Class Contribution/Participation/Group Coop. 
 10%_



9 Weeks Grade:


              
               100%
+ plus extra credit (1/3 of points added back for each Signed/Corrected Tests)

All grades are updated weekly (Friday by 5:00 PM).  Parents are encouraged to check student’s grades on Parent Portal 

Grading Policy:
The grade divisions are standardized in the Virginia Beach City Public Schools.  Our grades will be rounded up.
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Help Sessions:  Every Tuesday afternoons help sessions will be held in Room 306.  Of course, students must have their parent’s permission to attend these sessions.  Parents should be responsible for providing transportation in these circumstances.  Alternatively, as an extra convenience, students may ride the activity bus home, instead.  These extra sessions should provide the remediation necessary to help students that are not performing on grade level.  But all students are welcome.  Agendas or a special tutoring form must be signed by a parent prior to attending.
Procedures for conferences, parental contacts:  I will attempt to communicate with all parents near the beginning of the year.  I encourage the use of email and telephone calls to provide strong communication links between teacher and parents of students.  The “Legends” team expresses our foremost desire to maximize student success in this curriculum.  Please do not hesitate to call or email me with any concerns about your child’s progress.  Should you need to schedule a conference, please let me know so I may get this scheduled with the guidance counselor.
Make-up policy:  All tests and quizzes are mandatory and must be taken on the day assigned.  However, if a student has an excused absence, the test or quiz may be taken on a make-up day (mutually agreed by student and teacher, usually the day after the student returns to class or a tutoring day).  In all cases it is the student’s responsibility to ensure that missed tests/quizzes are made up, in a timely manner.  Students will be given the number of days they missed to make up work.  For example, if a student misses 3 B days of work, they will have 3 B days to return their completed work.
Written Assignments:  There will be at least one written assignment for each grading period.  Initially, these will be in the form of Math Journals.  What students have learned will generally be the topic of discussion.  Later, essays and a research paper may be done.  Quality, content, and subject matter are emphasized.  Use of the Internet and the school’s library are encouraged.  Note this is 20% of the student’s nine-week’s grade.

Homework Policy & Timeliness:  Students will always be assigned practice for class work/homework.  If a student is absent, this class work/homework will be accepted the following day.  While collaboration and obtaining help from peers is encouraged, collaboration is not the same as copying work from others.  Class work/homework “thrown together” minutes before class starts will not be accepted.  Your teacher expects students to begin work on the day assigned, shortly before the end of the current class.  Consequently, students should ask for help before the work is due.  To reiterate, time will be set aside near the end of class to begin the assignment and to encourage any further questions on its content.  Usually, there will not be time to complete it in class, and the student will have the opportunity to complete it at home.  It will be due the following block day.

Notebook:  Each student must have one 2 inch 3-ring notebook binder for all core subject work.  One section of this notebook should contain Math 8 work.  Additionally, 5 tabbed dividers will separate each of these Algebra class sections:  1) Syllabus & Expectation, 2) Quizzes, 3) Tests, 4) Homework, and 5) Notes.  Other core subjects may be combined in this notebook.  It is suggested that your child have one A-Day Binder and one B-Day binder.  A complete and neat job maintaining these sections will result in a higher grade. This should be an easy A!

Class citizenship and courtesy.  The Princess Anne Middle School disciplinary guidelines will be followed in this class.  All students are expected to be respectful to the teacher and each other at all times.  Students who hinder the learning environment of this class through disruptive behavior will be subject to disciplinary action.  Disciplinary action may include a teacher conference, behavior modification assignment, detention, or a referral to the 8th Grade Principal.  In addition, cheating in any form will not be tolerated.  Sharing or stealing of answers will result in an Honor Code Violation and the student will be given a chance to re-do the assignment for the highest failing grade (63).  See our Honor Code Guidelines for further info.  

Additional Information.  More assistance and information will often be posted on www.jeffgold.net .  Please check it, for resources, such as this document, a current syllabus, and written assignment guidelines.

 -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  Please detach here -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -
Parent Signature:   _________________________________ 
 Parent’s email:  ________________________________

Phone (home):  _____________________ Phone (work):  _____________________ Cell: _______________________
